KIRPC Head Start Community Assessment June 2024
The Process & Resources:
Director and managers collect community data throughout the year from staff, community partners, and online statistical resources.  Staff and parents complete an annual end of year survey online.  Community partners give data and updates to KIRPC as needed.  Online resources include:  
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/ ; http://www.stats.indiana.edu/ ; https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/IN,pulaskicountyindiana,jaspercountyindiana,newtoncountyindiana/PST045219
Director compiles all data and submits the updated Community Assessment report to the Self-Assessment team at the Self-Assessment Data Day annually.  Any suggestions for improvement are given to management who use the information to set/update long and short-range goals and objectives for the program.  The Self-Assessment report and goals are approved by Policy Council and Governing Board in July of each year.  The goals are included with the annual grant written by the Director and submitted November 1st of each year.  
Community Assessment report contains data for the current and previous year to the extent possible.  If two-year data is not present then a “^” symbol will indicate an increase in numbers from the previous year.  A “v” symbol will indicate a decrease.   
Birth to 3 years old Data:
	County
	Enrolled/Waitlist Pregnant Moms
2022
	Enrolled/Waitlist  Pregnant Moms
2023
	Live Births
2019
STATS IN
	Live Births
2021
STATS IN
	Enrolled Families with children under 3 years
2022
	Enrolled/Waitlist Families with children under 3 years 2023

	Newton
	5
	4
	143
	153
	68
	56

	Jasper
	13
	9
	363
	385
	108
	95

	Pulaski
	6
	3
	132
	117
	47
	58

	Totals
	24
	16
	638
	655
	223
	209



Racial Profile of our Communities: Children Under 18
	County
	White
	African American
	American Indian
	Asian
	Hispanic (of any race)
	Total
2020
Kids Count
	English Language Learners 2020

	Newton
	13,171
	181
	19
	0
	953
	14,324 ^
	60

	Jasper
	30,866
	294
	5
	81
	2050
	33,296 ^
	140

	Pulaski
	11,805
	21
	31
	58
	391
	12,306 ^
	7

	Total
	55,842 ^
	496 ^
	55 ^
	139 ^
	3394 ^
	59,926 ^
	207


Definitions: The number of public school students who are identified as having limited English proficiency because their primary language is not English.  Totals for counties include charters except for the virtual and adult schools. (Kids Count)
Homeless and Foster Families
	County
	# of Foster Families 2020 Kids Count
	% of Foster Students in Public School 2019 Fostersuccess.org
	Homeless/Housing Unstable # of Students 2020 Kids Count
	CCDF Fact Sheet April 2021

	Newton
	69 ^
	.1-.4%
	28^
	IN Total = 3,383 homeless children out of 35,372 CCDF participants

	Jasper
	89 v
	.5-.9%
	119^
	

	Pulaski
	38 v
	.1-.4%
	14^
	

	Totals
	196 v
	
	161^
	


One organization is listed as a homeless shelter in Jasper County (North Central IN Rural Crisis Center) with 25 beds. 
Statistical Profile of our Communities:
	Area
	2022 Total Population
STATS IN
	2022 Total Population
US Census Bureau

	2023 Total Population STATS IN
	2023 Total Population
US Census Bureau

	Percent of persons below poverty level 2022
STATS IN
	Under 5 yr old Population
2021 STATS IN

	Under 5 yr old Population
2022 STATS IN

	Percent of Children under 18 in Poverty 2022 STATS IN

	Newton County
	13,823
	13,823
	13,960
	13,960
	12.5% ^
	732
	735
	16 % v
of 735 = 117 v

	Kentland
	1,614
	
	1,613
	
	

	Morocco
	1,068
	
	1,071
	
	

	Goodland
	964
	
	965
	
	

	Brook
	933
	
	934
	
	

	Mt Ayr
	115
	
	115
	
	

	Jasper County
	33,281
	33,281
	33,535
	33,535
	9.4% ^
	1,773
	1,814
	13.1% ^ of 1,814 = 237 ^

	Rensselaer
	5,677
	
	5,684
	
	

	Demotte
	4,234
	
	?
	
	

	Remington
	1,337
	
	1,360
	
	

	Wheatfield
	935
	
	938
	
	

	Pulaski County
	12,485
	12,485
	12,385
	12,385
	13.5% ^
	657
	659
	17.9% ^
of 659 = 117 ^

	Winamac
	2,307
	
	2,287
	
	

	Francesville 
	837
	
	826
	
	

	Medaryville
	560
	
	556
	
	

	Monterey
	187
	
	187
	
	

	3 County Total
	59,589
	59,589
	59,880
	59,880
	
	3,162 v
	3,208 ^
	471 ^
188 3-5 year olds ^



Numbers in red are not exact but an approximate calculation using the percent under 18 of the actual number of preschool populations.  Total red number is 471 divided 5 age groups = 94 then multiplied by two HS eligible age groups to equal 188 3-5 year olds in the three county service area.  

Number of Children with Disabilities: 
	Area
	First Steps 
0-3 yr old
2021 FSSA
	First Steps 
0-3 yr old
2022 FSSA

	CSS
(3-5 year olds)
2019-20 
	CEPPSS
(3-5 year olds)
2019-20
	Kids Count 2020 PreK-12th Children in Spec Ed
	Kids Count 2021 PreK-12th Children in Spec Ed

	Newton
	45
	Cluster A - 7 County Total 
119
	29 v
	
	330
	364
NN 216        SN 148

	Jasper
	112
	
	94 ^
	
	775
	755 
Renn 259     KV 496
TC 134

	Pulaski
	38
	
	11 ^
West Central
	7 v
Eastern Pulaski
	279
	302 
WC 136        EP 166




To help determine which of the population was Head Start eligible the following information was collected. 
	County
	2020 # of Free (F) /Reduced (R) Lunches at Public Schools
Kids Count
	Child Food Insecurity Kids Count 2022
	2022-23 # of Free (F) /Reduced (R) Lunches at Public Schools
STATS IN
	May 2023 DFR # TANF eligible families
	May 2023
DFR # TANF child participants
	May 2023
DFR # of Food Stamp recipients

	Newton
	1,147 v
	18.1% v
	1,126 ^
	8 v
	15 v
	1,206 v

	Jasper
	2,288 ^
	14.8% ^
	2,252 ^
	17 ^
	23 v
	2,422 v

	Pulaski
	987 ^
	17.3% ^
	915 ^
	6 ^
	11 ^
	919 v

	3 County TOTAL
	4,425 ^
	
	4,293 ^
	31 v
	49 v
	4,547 V


Definitions: FREE:  Number and percentage of public school students who received free lunches. Students from families with incomes below 130% of the poverty guidelines are eligible to enroll in the free lunch program.
REDUCED:  Number and percentage of public school students who received reduced priced lunches.

Health, Nutrition, and Mental Health Needs of Children:
	
	DFR # Children Receiving Medicaid
April 2022
	DFR # Children Receiving Medicaid
April 2023
	WIC Needs June 2022

	WIC Needs June 2023

	Newton
	1,693
	1,828
	More in person appts are occurring again and now seeing more underweight children.  Children are seeing doctors/dentists more by phone appts now.  3-4 yr olds tend to be the pickier eaters.  
	Increase in Fruit/Vegetable intake.  More texture issues/picky eaters.  More average weights and less overweight.  

	Jasper
	3,822
	4,054
	
	

	Pulaski
	1,478
	1,563
	
	


Purdue Extension offers Nutrition Education Program:  Diabetes; Eat Better for Less; Food Safety; IN ER food resource network; My Plate.  Health programs:  Be Heart Smart; Community Health Coalition; Community Health Engagement Program.  Family Programs:  IMIL; ACT=raising safe kids; Have a Healthy Baby Program; Parenting County.  

	KIDS COUNT Data
	Dentist Ratio 2022
	Primary Care Physician Ratio 2022
	Mental Health Provider Ratio 2022
	Mental Health Provider Ratio 2023

	Newton
	6912:1
	13,808:1
	13,808:1
	13,823:1

	Jasper
	2773:1
	4136:1
	1947:1
	1752:1

	Pulaski
	6243:1
	3085:1
	2057:1
	2081:1




Mental Health Agencies Service Areas
	
	Valley Oak
	Porter Starke Services
	Southlake Community Mental Health Center Inc
	4C Health
	Bowen Center

	Newton
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Jasper
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Pulaski
	
	
	
	X
	X



	FSSA Division of Mental Health and Addiction Data 
	2022
	2023

	Newton (Valley Oak)
	134
	125

	Jasper (Valley Oak)
	234
	200

	Pulaski (4C Health)
	---
	102

	Total 
	368
	427



	Employment Data:
	Median Household Income 2022 STATS
	Median Household Income 2022 US Census
	Unemployment Rate 
2022/Rank in State STATS IN
	Unemployment Rate 
2023/Rank in State STATS IN
	Total Employment 2021 US Census
	# Employer Establishments
2021 US Census

	Newton
	$66,837
	$63,673
	3.6/9
	3.9/9
	2,225
	241 v

	Jasper
	$75,738
	$77,777
	3.3/18
	3.6/21
	8,883
	743 v

	Pulaski
	$60,487
	$56,823
	2.6/57
	2.9/61
	3,659
	311 ^

	Totals
	$67,687 avg
	$66,091 avg
	
	
	14,767
	1,295 v


Definitions: The annual average % of unemployed persons in the civilian labor force. The civilian labor force includes all persons age 16 and older who are not residents of institutions or on active duty in the armed forces and are either working or looking for work.

	Housing Data:
	Living in Same house 1+years
2022
US Census
	House-holds
2022 US Census
	Median Rent
2022 STATS IN
	Home-ownership Rate 
2022 US Census
	Household Types:  Married with children
2022 STATS IN 
	House-hold Type:  Single Parent 2022 
STATS IN

	Newton
	86.8% ^
	5,469 v
	$590 ^
	82.5% ^ 
	878 ^
	537 v

	Jasper
	92.1% ^
	12,554 ^
	$698 ^
	81.1% ^
	2473 v
	1156 ^

	Pulaski
	88.7% ^
	4,795 v
	$501 ^
	76.7% ^
	737 ^
	362 v

	Totals
	
	22,818 v
	
	
	4088 ^
	2055 ^



Education Level of Families (Adults 25+):
	County
	2021 US Census High School Diploma or higher 
	2022 US Census High School Diploma or higher
	2021 US Census
Bachelor’s degree or higher
	2022 US Census
Bachelor’s degree or higher
	Households with Internet 2022 
US Census

	Newton
	87.8%
	87%
	11.7%
	13.4%
	88% v

	Jasper
	91.4%
	92.9%
	17.4%
	19%
	88.5% ^

	Pulaski
	87.2%
	87.2%
	13.1%
	14.1%
	85.2% ^




Other child care programs in our Communities:
	Area
	# of Developmental Preschools in Public Schools 
2022-23
	# of Centers and Children served April 2022 FSSA Licensing Unit
	# of Centers /Homes/Ministries and Children served April 2023 FSSA Licensing Unit
	# enrolled in Paths to Quality
2022
	# enrolled in Paths to Quality
2023
	KIRPC Head Start # Funded Enrollment
2022-23

	Newton 
	1

	4
Serve 139 ^
	4 + 1 Exempt
Serve 139 
	5
Serve 144
	5
Serve 144
	2
Serve 39

	Jasper 
	2

	6
Serve 177 v 
	6 + 0 Exempt
Serve 268
	5 
Serve 177
	6 
Serve 268
	3
Serve 60

	Pulaski 
	1

	9 
Serve 157 v 
	8 + 1 Exempt 
Serve 172 
	10 
Serve 220
	8 
Serve 172
	2
Serve 34

	TOTALS
	4

	18
Serve 473 ^
	18 + 2 Exempt
Serve 579
	20
Serve 541
	19
Serve 584
	133





KIRPC Head Start Children Data:
	
	Newton
2021-22
	2022-23
	Jasper
2021-22
	2022-23
	Pulaski
2021-22
	2022-23
	Total
21-22
	Total
22-23

	# Served 
	42
	37
	57
	48
	32
	38
	131
	123

	3 year old’s
	23
	14
	22
	27
	19
	19
	64
	60

	4 year old’s
	19
	23
	35
	21
	13
	19
	67
	63

	Below Poverty
	31
	14
	46
	31
	26
	25
	103
	71

	100-130% of Poverty
	2
	2
	3
	2
	2
	2
	7
	6

	Over Income
	4
	2
	2
	0
	2
	2
	8
	4

	Foster Children
	3
	2
	2
	4
	1
	1
	6
	7

	TANF/SSI eligible
	1
	12
	0
	2
	0
	7
	1
	22

	Homeless
	2
	5
	5
	8
	1
	0
	8
	13

	2 Parent Families
	24
	14
	20
	15
	9
	10
	53
	39

	1 Parent Families
	15
	19
	31
	26
	20
	21
	66
	66

	High School Diploma or higher
	17
	23
	27
	27
	16
	21
	60
	71

	Advanced Degree 
	8
	4
	2
	7
	3
	3
	13
	14

	English speaking
	36
	32
	49
	44
	32
	37
	117
	113

	Spanish speaking
	6
	5
	8
	4
	0
	1
	14
	10

	# Children IEP
	10
	7
	15
	17
	5
	7
	30
	31

	Mental Health Referrals
	3
	2
	1
	1
	2
	6
	6
	9

	TANF recipients
	0
	1
	3
	1
	0
	0
	3
	2

	SSI recipients
	2
	1
	2
	0
	3
	4
	7
	5

	WIC recipients
	22
	15
	16
	23
	14
	16
	52
	54

	SNAP recipients
	18
	17
	25
	23
	17
	21
	60
	61




Parent Survey Results of 69 Parents Surveyed in Spring 2024
· 67 parents felt the KIRPC Head Start program was a benefit to the community.  
· 63 parents felt that KIRPC Head Start had a positive reputation in the community. 2 Did not know.  
· 49 parents are very satisfied; 16 were satisfied; with KIRPC Head Start.  


Results of May 2024 Staff Survey Via Survey Monkey: 
The follow table shows the number of staff who identified a change in the county.  It does not represent the number of changed businesses.
	
	# Staff Completing Survey Question
	Restaurants
	Stores for Shopping 
	Service Businesses 
(Laundry, Hair Salon, etc.)
	Entertainment (Parks, etc.)

	Newton 
	5
	5 New
	1 New
	1 New
	1 New 

	
	0
	0 Closed
	0 Closed
	0 Closed
	0 Closed

	Jasper
	11
	8 New
	3 New 
	4 New 
	1 New

	
	5
	4 Closed
	3 Closed
	3 Closed
	0 Closed

	Pulaski
	8
	5 New
	1 New
	1 New 
	0 New 

	
	4
	2 Closed
	1 Closed
	0 Closed
	0 Closed




Summary of Findings/Changes to Program/Progress from last year:
The data below is comparing 2022/2023 county statistics to 22-23 school year KIRPC data.  
Progress from last year includes the KIDS COUNT resource to have updated it data including data on the racial profile of children under 18 in the community.  The update is now 2020 data but improved as last year only had 2017 data.  All racial populations increased among all counties.  The White population is the largest among all three counties and the American Indian population is the lowest.  The number of Hispanic children tripled in the 3-year timespan!
KIRPC served 123 children in 2022-23 which was an decrease from the previous year.  In all three counties, there was an approximate total of 188 3-5 year old children in poverty in the community.  Newton County has approximately 46 3 to 5-year-old children in poverty with KIRPC serving 37; Pulaski County has 46 with KIRPC serving 38; and Jasper County has the highest with 94 with KIRPC serving 48.  KIRPC will continue to provide the most enrollment slots (60) in Jasper County due to the need of 3-5 year old children in poverty.  
KIRPC continues to have sites located in the three largest towns (Rensselaer, Demotte, and Winamac) within the service area.  Jasper County is the most populated county with 33,535 (Newton and Pulaski population together only totals 26,345).  The program holds the most funded slots in Jasper County with 60.  There are 39 slots in Newton and 34 slots in Pulaski County. 
The program saw a decrease in applications and waiting lists.  Cumulative data shows that KIRPC served 71 children under 100% of poverty, 6 children between 100-130% of poverty, and 4 children over income during the 22-23 school year.  This continues to be attributed to the higher household incomes.  Median household income went up in Newton County from 2021 to 2022.  Pulaski County median household income was the lowest of all three counties and was only under 100% of poverty for a family of 11.  To qualify at 130% then it would need to be a family size of 8.  Many families who apply for Head Start do not have this large of a family size so if their household income is equal to or greater than the median income data then the families would not be income eligible for the program.  Proposed performance standards give options to include housing payments as part of the eligibility process which would help in KIRPC’s community as the rent cost range is $501-$698.
KIRPC is level 3 at all six sites on Paths to Quality out of the 19 total PTQ sites in the region. Level 3 marks KIRPC Head Start as a high-quality program.  
KIRPC served 60 3-year-olds and 63 4-year-olds during the 2022-23 school year.  Data shows lack of quality full day pre-kindergartens in the service area therefore equal priority is given to all children 3-5 years old.  Community assessment will continue to be reviewed and as community resources change, priority by age will adjust as needed.  
TANF child participants decreased in the counties from 60 to 49 with KIRPC serving only 2 families on TANF (3 families the in previous year).  KIRPC served more children receiving SNAP in the 2022-23 school year with 61 served versus 60 in the previous year even though the county data shows a decrease from 4,787 to 4,547 total SNAP participants among all three counties.  
This year’s report includes some new data including the dentist, doctor, and mental health provider ratios in each county.  The numbers are very poor with dentists being the biggest need in Pulaski County, doctors being the biggest need in Jasper County and mental health providers being the biggest need in Newton County.
Newton and Jasper County currently tie to be the county with the most need with having 6 factors each.  
Newton: highest child food insecurity rate; highest need for medical providers; highest unemployment rate; lowest high school diploma rate; lowest Bachelor degree rate; and the least amount of Early Childhood programs.  
Jasper:  highest foster count; highest homeless count; most children with disabilities; most TANF/SNAP participants; most children receiving mental health services; and highest rent cost.  KIRPC reviewed data further and found the same patterns exist in the 2022-23 school readiness child goal achievement with 84% in Newton, 88% in Jasper, and 98.5% in Pulaski.  All counties decreased percentages from the previous school year.
8

